Mr. Pond

Room 321

WORLD STUDIES 
SYLLABUS

COURSE DESCRIPTION

In this course students will study the history of humankind in order to analyze and think critically about past events and historical time periods, to develop both a global and regional awareness, and to be able to explain how history, geography and time have created the world of today.  In addition to Western backgrounds, units on the Near East, Russia, India, China and Latin America will be studied.  The scope of this World History course is quite broad.  We will be starting with Prehistory, and we aim to reach the modern era by the end of spring.
OBJECTIVES
World history is often viewed as a difficult subject because of the infinite amount of topics that can be discussed.  In addition to providing you with some historical foundations of world studies, we also want to investigate issues that are relevant to us today—issues such as terrorism, religious conflict, genocide, poverty, technological change, etc.  It is my hope that we can navigate this ship together and explore our common interests and curiosities about the world.
GRADE COMPOSITION

1) Quizzes There will frequently be written quizzes or projects which will count for 30-50 points each.

2) Class participation – Students should come to class ready to participate fully in the topic of the day.  A student’s class participation grade will be determined based on the following: Each day the student must bring all relevant class materials, contribute to the learning environment in a positive manner, be respectful of others, participate in the class discussion, complete classwork as assigned, and cooperate with partners in group work. You will receive a weekly participation points chart to fill in.  At the end of the week, you turn the chart into me and I will enter your add the scores to your total grade.  A Maximum of 15 participation points are available per week
3) Homework – The completion of each homework assignment will be recorded by the teacher.  Most assignments will be worth 10 points each unless specified by the teacher.

4) Tests (including group and individual projects given a test weight) generally count for 100 points.

5) The Final Exam will count for 100 points.
GRADING SCALE

90-100 %
A
80-89   %
B
70-79   %
C
60-69   %
D
59-0    %
F

TEXTBOOKS  
The textbooks for this course come from the World History Series from the Choices Program at Brown University.  The books are paperback and, as such, are a bit less durable than traditional textbooks.  Students are at no time permitted to write in these books.  A book that is damaged in any way (damaged/removed cover, torn pages, writing, etc.) will result in a replacement fee of $10.00 each.
You will also have several additional readings which should be kept in your binder.  Be sure to follow reading guidelines for all handouts.    

MATERIALS  
Students must come to class every day with all necessary materials.  This includes textbook, binder w/loose-leaf paper, and pen.  You must have these materials with you every day.   All writing and homework assignments must be done on loose-leaf paper and in ink unless otherwise told.  Homework will NOT be accepted on spiral notebook paper or in pencil.  Homework that is crumpled, rolled, or folded will NOT be accepted as well.  That is the reason you have a binder or folder.  A spiral notebook is strongly suggested, as a great deal of exam content will come from class notes and discussions.

ABSENCES  
You are expected to be in class on time on a consistent basis.  If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to turn in the missed work within one week of the absence.  Failure to do so will result in a zero.  In the event of extenuating circumstances please see Mr. Pond during his office hours.
CLASSROOM RULES:

1) Be on time!  Tardies will result in a loss of participation points.  Please see me during my office hours to discuss any individual concerns about my lateness policy.
2)  Discussion:

· One person speaks at a time.

· Be respectful of others opinions.

· Come prepared to participate in the discussion.

3) Follow directions the first time they are given.

4) Keep all handouts and notes in your binder as there will be occasional binder checks!

5) Copy in your notebook all notes written on the board.

6) Bring your textbook, binder, pen/pencil and notebook to each class.  Locker passes will NOT be given to get supplies.

UNIT OUTLINE

Unit 1 – Setting the Stage for World History Geography
Unit 2 – Early Humans and the First Civilizations
Unit 3 – The Rise of Western Civilizations
Unit 4 – Growth of World Religions
Unit 5 – Middle Ages and Religious Conflict
Unit 6 – The Spread of New Ideas (Renaissance, Reformation, and Scientific Revolution)

Unit 7 – Nationhood and Enlightenment

Unit 8 – Colonialism and Imperialism

Unit 9 – Industrialism: the World Gets Smaller

Unit 10 – World Conflict

Unit 11 – Modern “Global” Society

LATENESS POLICY:

Assignments will be collected at the beginning of the period.  For each day the assignment is late, one full letter grade will be deducted.  The assignment will no longer be accepted after one week.

You are responsible for missed assignments caused by any absence; such missed work must be made up as soon as possible.  You are responsible for scheduling a make-up examination.  If you fail to do this, the grade will be recorded as a ZERO.  

Homework assignments are worth 10 points each.  Late homework may be turned in within one week for half credit.

ESSAY REWRITING:

For every test you will be expected to write an essay.  You always have the opportunity to rewrite that essay once your test has been returned.  You will receive additional points for this rewrite to improve your overall score.  You will have ONE week from the day the tests are handed back to hand in your rewritten essay.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

Plagiarism or cheating of any kind will not be tolerated.  In all cases of academic dishonesty NO CREDIT will be given for the work/test/quiz.  Please see page 13 of your agenda for Lindblom’s academic dishonesty policies.
CONTACT INFORMATION:

If you have a question, a comment, or are experiencing difficulty with this class please speak with me.  I will be available before and after school, and I am always willing to help.  Many homework assignments and handouts can be downloaded from my website: www.mrpond.org.  If you misplace a handout, please check the website and download it to your computer hard drive.  Papers can be emailed to me at mpond@mrpond.org.  Please note: papers submitted electronically are due by class time. 
*Please note: schedule, assignments and readings may be changed or altered at the discretion of the instructor
